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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NATIONAL BIA CONFERENCE FOCUSED ON  

CULTURE, CHARACTER & COMMERCE, MARCH 29 TO 31 
 
(Toronto, Ont) – Some 250 Business Improvement Area (BIA) professionals, merchants 

and municipal decision-makers from across Ontario and beyond gathered at the 

Delta Chelsea Hotel, Toronto from Mach 29 to 31, 2009, to discuss hot topics such as  

retail trends, branding, cultural planning, public art investment, tourism and greening. 

 

The 2009 conference, “BIAs Minding Your Business, Building Character & Conference”, 

was jointly hosted by the Ontario BIA Association (OBIAA) and the Toronto Association 

of BIAs (TABIA).  Mayor David Miller welcomed attendees, which included BIA staff, 

managers and board members, business and property owners, elected officials, 

municipal staff, planners, developers, and economic development professionals.  

 

The program featured more than 20 informative sessions, including a Keynote Address 

by Donovan Rypkema, Principal of PlaceEconomics, Washington D.C.  Dynamic, 

engaging and one of North America’s foremost experts on community revitalization, 

Rypkema detailed the essential components of business district revitalization and its 

resulting positive impact on commerce. 

 

Mobile sessions toured delegates through BIAs such as Liberty and Emery Villages, 

Downtown Yonge, Kingsway, Lakeshore, Bloor Yorkville, providing the opportunity to 

experience downtown revitalization first hand. 

 

Delegates travelled from across rural and urban Ontario and as far as Regina, Sask. 

Moncton, N.B. and Montreal, Que.  The conference also included a tradeshow 

featuring suppliers of seasonal and general lighting; event and entertainment services 

such as Juno nominated children’s musical entertainer Mary Lambert; grafitti and gum 

removal services; flags and banners, and site furniture – all essential to a BIA. 

 

"The sessions provided BIAs the opportunity to hear from experts and network with 

others sharing the same passion for their core areas," said OBIAA President Susan 

Nicholson.  "From its birthplace in Toronto the BIA model has spread across Ontario 

and beyond – businesses collectively have more resources for community renewal.” 

 

On Monday, March 30th, 1:45 - 2:45 p.m. during a special double length session on 

Municipal Cultural Planning, the Honourable Aileen Carroll, Minister of Culture 

addressed the assembly.   A strong advocate of small communities and downtown 

revitalization, she spoke on the importance both economically and culturally. 
 

OBIAA represents, supports and encourages member BIAs to increase their effectiveness and their contribution to the 

economic and social well-being of communities in Ontario. 
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For more information, contact:  

Kimberly McCarthy-Kearney, OBIAA Manager, Membership & Special Events 

t. 705.445.2934 | tf. 866.807.2227 | f. 705.445.5495 

info@obiaa.com | www.obiaa.com 


